Distribution of the lingual tonsils of cattle designated as specified risk materials.
The tonsils of cattle, including palatine tonsils, pharyngeal tonsils, tubal tonsils and lingual tonsils, are designated as specified risk materials (SRM). However, the detailed distribution of lingual tonsils in cattle is unknown. We therefore histologically examined their distribution in 198 tongue specimens from cattle. The examinations confirmed that the presence of lingual tonsils was limited to the tissue of the lamina propria on the dorsal and lateral aspects of the tongue, not reaching the muscular layer below. More than 90% of the lingual tonsils were located between the distribution center of the vallate papillae and the radix linguae (root of the tongue). However, they were also found in the area extending from the lingual torus to the rostral-most vallate papilla in an individual, suggesting that the complete removal of the lingual tonsils requires elimination of the lamina propria extending from the lingual torus to the radix linguae.